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Ignored: biggest child killer
The world is neglecting sanitation 
02	 Ignored:	biggest	child	killer
Ten years on from the launch of 
the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), the hope embodied 
in the declaration of 2000 is 

















































“We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, 
women and children from the abject and 
dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty, to 
which more than a billion of them are currently 
subjected. We are committed to making the right 
to development a reality for everyone and to 
freeing the entire human race from want.”
Extract from the United Nations Millennium Declaration, 8 September 2000






































































































A guide to investigating one of the 
biggest scandals of the last 50 years.
5	World	Health	Organisation	(2008)		
Safer Water, Better Health
6	Humphrey	(2009),	“Child undernutrition, 












































































 The drugs were working on 
him but what killed him was 





Under-five deaths  
from diarrhoea caused  
by poor water and  
sanitation per year: 11,8003
Access to sanitation: 49%4



















































































 I stop again and again 





























































 These are avoidable 
deaths; we have known their 
cause and the means to reduce 





















If we fail to reach the sanitation MDG target, where will we be in 2015?
Professor	Vivienne	Nathanson,	British	Medical	Association
08 Burkina	Faso	 Ignored:	biggest	child	killer









































































Under-five deaths  
from diarrhoea caused  
by poor water and  
sanitation per year: 22,7003
Access to sanitation: 11%4

























































































Under-five deaths  
from diarrhoea caused  
by poor water and  
sanitation per year: 38,4003
Access to sanitation: 53%4












































































 Sanitation touches 















































 They need to help us who 
are living in these places, so 
that we can live a life which 






















































Under-five deaths  
from diarrhoea caused  
by poor water and  
sanitation per year: 29,5003
Access to sanitation: 48%4








































































 Many poor people have 
little choice but to defecate 
in the open – the resulting 
volume of faeces could fill a 
football stadium every day. 



































































 We have nothing, 

































Under-five deaths  
from diarrhoea caused  
by poor water and  
sanitation per year: 3703
Access to sanitation: 50%4
























“I would like to tell world leaders about the environment we are 
living in. I would thank them for the effort that has been done, even 
though it has not yet reached us here. My prayer is, why not make it 
universal everywhere. They need to help us who are living in these 
places, so that we can live a life which is just a bit acceptable.”
The MDG summit must:  


















chloeirvine@wateraid.org	or	+44 20 7793 4909.
Registered	charity	numbers	288701	(England	and	Wales)	and	SC039479	(Scotland)
If the MDGs are to be achieved sustainably…
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